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NPU-B Monthly Full Board Meeting Minutes 
February 2025 

 
 
Date: February 4, 2025, 2024 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Nancy Bliwise, NPU-B Chairperson.  
 
Present: 17 present*; 0 proxies (*additional members joined after the meeting called to order) 
Officers Present: Nancy Bliwise, Bill Murray, Shawn Perez, Kim Shorter 
 
 
1.  OPENING REMARKS / CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Bliwise welcomed everyone..  
 
Elected Officials/ their representative in Attendance:  
Amber Madison, Project Manager for Councilmember Julian Bond was in attendance.  She asked 
that for any additional questions or concerns about anything please feel free to contact her.   
Amber Madison, AIA On behalf of Council-member Bond post 1 at large  
Mbond@atlanatga.gov 
 almccreary89@gmail.com 
Office : 404.330.6770 
 
Akilah Blount - intern in the Office of the Ombudsman of Neighborhoods, Jodi Merriday (exe-
jmerriday@atlantaga.gov 470-316-2382). Ombuds are independent, neutral, and impartial parties 
that can assist with navigating the City, finding resources, and resolving outstanding 
issues/concerns following an unresolved escalation to 311 and/or a City Department.  Contact if 
they can assist.    
Akilah Blount ablount@atlantaga.gov 
 (404) 922-6896 
 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter to approve the December 2024 minutes passed by 
a vote of 18-0-1. 
 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Denise Starling to approve the Amended January 2025 agenda 
passed by a vote of 18-0-2. The amendment removed Lifetime Fitness as a matter for voting 
from the agenda, as they deferred their Alcohol License Application to be heard until next month. 
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4.  REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES, ELECTED OFFICIALS, 
AND OTHERS IN AUDIENCE 
 
Atlanta Police Department (APD)  
Major Ben Vayens, Zone 2 Commander, 404-323-6344, bvayens@atlantaga.gov  
Captain Germain Dearlove, Zone 2 Asst Commander, 404-987-7377, gdearlove@atlantaga.gov  
Lieutenant Walls, Bike Patrol, 404-823-3771, kwalls@atlantaga.gov  
Lieutenant Allison Leduc, arleduc@atlantaga.gov  
Maple Drive Precinct, 404-848-7231 
Buckhead Village Precinct, 404-546-5486 
Lenox Mall Precinct, 404-467-8061 
Non-Emergency 911, 404-658-6666 
 
Major Vayens began his report noting that Zone 2 was starting 2025 by building on the success 
they enjoyed in 2024.  Crime is down in all areas except there was one homicide off Cheshire 
Bridge Rd.  The suspect was arrested, and it is believed that the victim and the suspect knew 
each other and frequented the homeless encampment.  He noted that they had 2 big snow 
events, the College Football Playoff game and all went very well.  Traffic stops and arrests are up 
– he is proud of Zone 2 for their hard work! Major Vayens reiterated the importance of the Clean 
Car Campaign and the safe storage of firearms.   
 
A board member thanked him and the officers of Zone 2 for all their great work.  
 
Atlanta Fire Rescue Department (AFRD) 
Main 404-546-4400, Station 21 404-546-4421   
Captain Rae Manion, Captain Rodney Deese, Captain Eric Copeland 
Battalion Chief Ken Mitchell, Battalion 6 
Captain Carter, Station 21 
Claudie Nash 404-546-7000, 404-392-0040 cell, cnash@atlantaga.gov  
 
No report. It was noted that we hadn’t heard from a representative of this department in a while, 
and wanted to see who our contact was. 
 
 
Atlanta Office of the Solicitors 
Judge Sylvia J Lee, 404-932-5566, sjlee@atlantaga.gov  
Hala Carey, Senior Assistant Solicitor, 404-658-6003, hcarey@atlantaga.gov 
Lynn Reynolds, 4070-421-2796, lwreynolds@atlantaga.gov 
150 Garnett Street, 3rd floor 30303 
Traffic Diversion inquiries: ptit@atlantaga.gov 
 
Ms. Hala Carey hopes to plan a discussion with NPU’s about multiple violators of code violations 
and what options there may be.  Ms. Bliwise commented that several of the names of code 
violators are familiar, and many violate codes in several NPU’s. It was also noted that the amount 
of money paid if found in violation was so small that it wasn’t much of a deterrent. Ms. Carey will 
organize a discussion to pool group thoughts on this topic. 
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Fulton County District Attorney 
Kendall Watkins, 404-426-4525, kendall.watkins@fultoncountyga.gov  
 
No report.    
 
 
MARTA Police Department (MPD)  
North Precinct 404-848-3902, itsmarta.com  
Major Britt, 404-427-6047, cbritt@itsmarta.com  
 
No report. 
 
 
Department of Watershed Management (DWM)  
404-982-1480, atlantawatershed.org 
Commissioner Al Wiggins, 470-653-3013, awiggins@atlantaga.gov 
Evan Bennett, evanbennett@atlantaga.gov  
Louis Sheppard, 404-546-1181, cell 770-624-0793, lsheppard@atlantaga.gov  
 
No report. A board member asked who our representative was from this department – It was 
determined that Evan Bennett was still our representative. 
 
 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
O’Kelvis Hambrick, Interim Facilities Manager, 678-815-3653,  okhambrick@atlantaga.gov   
Taylor Cosby, Community Facility Manager, 404-237-2756, tcosby@atlantaga.gov   
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner, 404-217-9603, tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov  
Artiane Saintil, asaintil@atlantaga.gov  
Abdur-Rahim Muhammad Architectural Designer DPR- Office of Park Planning & Design 
RAMuhammad@Atlantaga.gov 
Peachtree Hills Recreation Center (PHRC), 404-237-2756, 308 Peachtree Hills Ave 
 
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner spoke about the “Moving Atlanta Forward” website and shared that 
they are now hiring for summer positions for “Camp Best Friends”.  Spring basketball signups are 
also going on.  A board inquired about the starting age for working at “Camp Best Friends” – it is 
16 years of age.  The hiring expo is March 4th.  
A Peachtree Hills resident asked Ms. Buckner why 50+/- trees in Peachtree Hills Park were 
marked – was there any information on that she could share? Ms. Buckner believes it to be part 
of a Department of Watershed Management project and noted that the renovation to the 
Peachtree Hills Rec Center involves only the front of the building, not the rear, where the marked 
trees currently stand. 
Destiny Mays from the Department also added information to the chat:  There will be a “Wall of 
Love” event at Peachtree Hills on February 14, 2025 – asking anyone interested to write positive 
affirmations on their wall and enjoy sweet treats.  There will also be a Spring Clean Swap event 
March 15,2025 – more info to follow or go to the website. 
 
Department of Public Works 
Deputy Commissioner Anou Sothsavath, 678-878-0904, asothsavath@atlantaga.gov  
Deputy Program Moses Tejuoso, motejuoso@atlantaga.gov  
Officer V. Ferguson, 678-221-8215, vferguson@atlantaga.gov  
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SWEET Officer Ebony Jefferson, 470-304-6757, edjefferson@atlantaga.gov   
Officer Pete Francis, 404-938-1183, pfrancis@atlantaga.gov  
 
Officer Pete Francis reported that as of the meeting, all yard trimmings had been picked up in 
Tuxedo Park, as a follow up to questions from board members at the January meeting.  Officer 
Francis also reminded everyone that if you have a landscaper doing your yard work, the 
landscaper is supposed to remove all yard clippings and debris.  He also asked residents to be 
specific when reporting to 311.  Not all ROW offenses are for Public Works.  A board member 
asked why so many Christmas trees are still at the curb in many neighborhoods, specifically, 
Peachtree Park and on Habersham Rd – all are 6’ or less.  He said they were to be picked up 
and would drive by those areas specifically to investigate.  Another board member noted 
concerns regarding work orders being cancelled before the problem had been resolved.  It was 
noted that when multiple neighbors call and multiple work orders are opened, some may be 
dropped, and specific information seems to have been lost when these work orders are 
truncated.  We requested a FAQ for residents and neighbors regarding guidelines and 
procedures.  Officer Francis directed them all to go to their website and did not commit to having 
a FAQ sheet produced.   
 
 
Department of Transportation 
Keely Wallace, Community Outreach Coordinator, atldot@AtlantaGa.Gov  
No report given. 
 
Code Enforcement Section, APD Community Services Division 
CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov, Report issues: 404-546-3800  
Chanell Alexis, 404-295-0709, calexis@atlantaga.gov  
Veruschka Ohwobete, 404-546-3815, cell 404-673-5029, vgsobers@atlantaga.gov  
 
Ms. Bliwise forwarded the report to the board. 
Officer Channel Alexis was on the call and noted: 
3321 Lenox RD will be in court on 2/25/25 in Room 5C – she offered to inform us and give 
updates on any property.   
3400 Stratford Rd – Officer Alexis noted that city code does not allow dumpsters on city streets – 
Rebecca King and Channel will speak about this issue at another time and will involve Supervisor 
Jeter in the conversation.  Denise Starling also noted that SPI12 also had the code regarding no 
dumpsters on the street.  
2510 Rivers Rd – A board member inquired again about this property: Officer Alexis suggested 
that it should be reported to Code Busters. 
1116 Roxboro Rd – A board member asked how violations are handled if the owner is an LLC. If 
that is the case, there is a trial with the officer, solicitor and judge.  The judge will fine them and 
then put a lien on the property.  The owner would then be obligated to bring the property into 
compliance.  If owned by an individual, after 30 days of being scheduled, a bench warrant is 
issued and an officer will arrest the owner for failure to appear, a new court date will be 
scheduled at that time.  Concerns regarding this property stem from the fact that there is a school 
bus stop in front of the property and there are children running around. 
 
ATL311 
Barbara Dougherty, Community Affairs Coordinator, 470-698-5171, bdougherty@atlantaga.gov  
Shadé Stokes-Campbell, ATL311 Community Affairs Coordinator, 
sstokescampbell@atlantaga.gov 

mailto:edjefferson@atlantaga.gov
mailto:pfrancis@atlantaga.gov
mailto:atldot@AtlantaGa.Gov
mailto:CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov
mailto:calexis@atlantaga.gov
mailto:vgsobers@atlantaga.gov
mailto:bdougherty@atlantaga.gov
mailto:sstokescampbell@atlantaga.gov


 

Page 5 of 9 

Allison Murillo, Bayyinah Sullivan, ShadStokes-Campbell, Casey Wilson 
 
Ms. Stokes reminded all to use AVA, download the app, and that they are on all social media 
platforms.  A board member asked the process by which work orders are closed – in many 
cases, work orders are being closed out before the work is done. Ms. Stokes informed us that 
some work orders do get closed due to duplication – when multiple neighbors call 311 for the 
same issue.  She asked us to inform neighbors to coordinate calling on the same issue and to be 
specific on the call. Another board member asked for clarification regarding multiple calls on the 
same issue: Can it be tracked that many people are concerned about the same problem?  Ms. 
Stokes called these multiple complaint issues, “Parent & Child” cases and can add additional 
notes to the case and insured us that all notes will be seen and linked.   
ATL311 is the Non-Emergency Call Center for City of Atlanta Services, and is open Monday-
Friday from 7am-12am. You can contact them by:     
1. Dial 3-1-1 inside city limits or 404-546-0311  
2. Visit and chat at www.ATL311.com  
3. Email at ATL311@atlantaga.gov  
4. Mobile App by searching “ATL311” in your app store 5. Social Media @ATL311    
Sign up for City of Atlanta emergency alerts by texting NOTIFYATL to 24639. 
If you would like to have ATL311 present for a community meeting, complete the form here: 
https://forms.office.com/g/JzTWX3gHx1 
 
 
Buckhead Coalition / Livable Buckhead / Buckhead Community Improvement District (CID) 
Jim Durrett, Buckhead Coalition President, thebuckheadcoalition.com/  
Denise Starling, Livable Buckhead Executive Director, livablebuckhead.org 
Tony Peters, BCID Director of Capital Projects and Programs, buckheadcid.com 
 
Ms. Starling invited all to join Livable Buckhead for their 2025 State of Buckhead survey 
presentation and demographic trends seminar Feb 26th Follow the link to 
registerhttps://livablebuckhead.com/event/buckhead-in-transition-2025-trends-in-growth-and-
demographics/.  
Ms. Starling also gave updates on the trees going in at the stretch of Path 400 between Wieuca 
to Loridans – 437 trees in total will be planted over the next few weeks! She also shared that they 
are looking to break ground on the next stretch of Path 400 at Loridans past the old Toll Plaza, 
around March 1st (after this important time for the resident bats!)  Lastly, a giraffe and an alligator 
are among the “Wild Things” that will be part of the Petting Zoo Sculpture Gallery coming to the 
Path 400.   
 
 
5.  COMMENTS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 
District 6, Alex Wan; District 7, Howard Shook; District 8, Mary Norwood 
Jordan Kemp, Legislation Liaison & Community Engagement Manager for City Council President 
Doug Shipman, 470-650-8970, jkemp@atlantaga.gov  
Jodi Merriday, Community Engagement Program Director for the Executive Office/Ombudsman   
of Neighborhoods, 470-316-2382, jlmerriday@atlantaga.gov 
Clyde Mitchell, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 404-510-8498, 
clmitchell@atlantaga.gov  
Courtney Reeder, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 470-891-1195, 
creeder@atlantaga.gov  

http://www.atl311.com/
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Kennedie McClung, Chief of Staff for State Representative Stacey Evans, District 57, 
kennedie@staceyevans.com  
Jennifer Freeman, Community Outreach Representative to U.S. Congresswoman Nikema Evans, 
404-623-5453, jennifer.freeman@mail.house.gov  
Dana Barrett, Fulton County District 3 Commissioner, 678-467-5142,  
dana.barrett@fultoncountyga.gov 
 
There were no comments made. 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
No APAB report was distributed, as there was no December meeting. 
 
 

A. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Rebecca King, Chair; Keith Biggs, Vice Chair 
 
NPU-B action: A motion by Bob Connelly to approve the consent agenda passed by a vote 
of 20-0-0.   
 
NPU0B Action: Non-consent Agenda: 
 
The Bell Stand – new business / Retail Package Approved 20-0-0 
 
Homewood Suites – Adding liquor to beer & wine at small bar & change of agent – Approved 13-
0-1 
 
Trader Joe’s – change of agent – Approved 20-0-0 
 
Spice House – Change of Agent – Approved 20-0-0 
 
Buckhead Butcher Shop – Restaurant in a specialty food shop – change of agent – Approved 20-
0-0.  **A note was added that the application was to be amended to reflect their business hours 
as 8am – 12am daily.  
 
 
B. DEVELOPMENT, TRANSPORTATION and SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
Jason Kendall, Chair; Bob Cooney, Vice Chair 
 
Mr. Kendall noted there are 3 Ordinances to discuss: Short Term Rental Ordinance, Party House 
Ordinance, Tree Ordinance.  The Tree Ordinance is out, and Mr. Kendall asked all board 
members to read it and make comments.  The D&T committee will meet the week of February 
24th to discuss all three ordinances.  Time and date of zoom meeting to be determined later. Ms. 
Bliwise noted that the city is planning one or two zoom meetings to share information and to 
discuss these proposed ordinances.  She will share information once it is received.  It was noted 
that this is a lot of information all at once – including ATL Zoning2.0 and the CDP!  A board 
member asked who will manage the offenses to the STR? Also, there was an appeal process 
noted, but no information on how that will work – nothing specific on process or enforcement.   
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A resident in attendance asked if the tree ordinance meeting(s) would be public – added that the 
public had been shut out of the tree ordinance, and that the climate initiative of the CEP didn’t 
talk about the tree ordinance.  There was frustration by the lack of opportunity for input, that the 
process was not fair or equitable. There were also complaints and concerns regarding 2.7 miles 
of trees planned for removal along Peachtree Creek according to the Beltline application.   
Residents wanted to make sure there was an opportunity for public comments on this important 
topic. 
Delille Anthony added:  As a member of the City's task force to rewrite the Tree Ordinance, I 
would like to be included on the NPU-B Board discussions about the new Tree Ordinance.  I have 
a lot of information that would be helpful.  
 
 
C. ZONING COMMITTEE 
Kim Shorter, Co-Chair; Bob Connelly, Co-Chair 
 
NPU-B action: A motion by Bill Murray to approve the consent agenda passed by a vote of 
17-0-1.   
 
V-24-206 / 158 Rumson Rd / seeking a variance from the zoning ordinance to increase fence 
height in rear yard from 6’ to 9’2” / Approved 19-0-0 with conditions and notes regarding the 
unique situation – *ATTACHED. 
 
7. APAB Report 
A vote will be needed on a letter recently shared regarding several proposed changes governing 
the Office of Inspector General’s Board.  APAB will be asked to vote on the letter containing the 
changes.  NPU-B’s Executive committee will review and then comment on the statement, with 
input from our D&T committee.  Ms. Bliwise noted articles written the AJC on the topic.  A few 
thoughts thus far, but not official are as follows: 

a.) Reject the proposed charter amendments that weaken the independence and authority of the OIG, 
such as matters pertaining to confidentiality, access to City records, and reporting practices.  

b.) Preserve APAB’s nomination to the OIG Governing Board and Ethics Board, ensuring fair 
representation for Atlanta’s neighborhoods and NPUs.  

c.) Maintain the OIG’s ability to address corruption and conduct criminal investigations.  
d.) Allow the OIG to have independent counsel.  
e.) Ensure protections from retaliation for whistleblowers. Include periodic, external peer reviews of 

the OIG. 

 
8. PLANNER’S REPORT 
Jessica Lavandier, Assistant Director, 404-865-8522, jlavandier@atlantaga.gov  
Nate Hoelzel, Project Manager, nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov  
Troy Smith, Zoning Enforcement, trosmith@atlantaga.gov  
Punya Vats, Urban Planner II, 470-522-3399, pvats@atlantaga.gov  
 
Punya Vats was very patient and waited through this very long meeting!  H reported that there 
were 2 informational sessions for the Party House, STR and Tree Ordinances scheduled, to be 
held on Saturday, 2/8 and Thursday, 2/13. All residents are invited to attend.  Plan A meetings 
will conclude on March 10th and is open for comment until then.    
NPU University – Several classes of note:   

mailto:jlavandier@atlantaga.gov
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NPU Zoning class - 2/11 
Rich Legacy of NPU – 2/26 
Parliamentary Rules – 3/17 
Representatives from NPU-B have or will attend. It is also communicated that additional funds 
are available through the Community Impact Grant initiative, if these 3 classes are attended!   
March 7th is the deadline to apply for the grants, which are primarily for neighborhood 
improvements/enhancements.   
Clary Peralta is working with Grants and Community Development for the City of Atlanta and will 
answer questions about the Consolidated Planning Process 
cperaltacolon@mnsengineers.com 
 
The planning report is available at https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-
planning/neighborhood-planning-units/updates.  
 
 
Follow NPU voting activity on the NPU Dashboard at npuatlanta.org/npu-dashboard.    
 
Email npuatlanta@atlantaga.gov or text NPUATLANTA to 22828 to receive monthly updates from 
the Department of City Planning and Neighborhood Planning Units team. 
 
 
9. MATTERS FOR REVIEW & COMMENT: 
Chastain Park Fall Arts Festival – event proposed to be held in Chastain Park on Stella Drive 
November 2-3, 2025. Our board voted to support NPU-A with their decision regarding this event.  
That is our comment.  
 
10. PRESENTATIONS 
 
None. 
 
11. OLD BUSINESS 
Ms Bliwise asked that those NPU-B neighborhoods interested in a Community Impact Grant 
submit to her soon – we must vote at March’s NPU-B meeting. 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS 
 
We are in need of more business representative to participate in NPU-B.  Let Nancy know if you 
have anyone in mind that might be interested.   
 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The next NPU-B meeting is March 4, 2025, at 7 PM via Zoom. 
 
The next BZA meetings are February 13, 2025, at 12 PM in the City Council Chambers, Second 
Floor – The February 6th meeting was cancelled.  
 
The next ZRB meeting is February 13, 2025 at 6 PM in the City Council Chambers, Second 
Floor. The February 6th meeting was cancelled. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

mailto:cperaltacolon@mnsengineers.com
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NPU-B action: A motion to adjourn passed by a vote of 17-0-0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 
 
 
 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS  
 
V-24-206 - Condition: Three @ 5 gallon shrubs (or bigger) shall be planted on the taller side of 
the fence to soften the height of the fence from public view. 
 
The applicant requested permission to maintain the solid fence between the R-4 property and the 
multi-family property behind. The multi-family property is located at a higher elevation, but the 
ground slopes downward, left to right.  By keeping the top of the fence level, the fence is taller on 
the end where the ground slopes away. The Garden Hills Civic Association approved a fence up 
to 8 feet tall, which would require a stair step to the existing fence. The discussion from the board 
members was that this property had extraordinary conditions because the topography of the lot to 
the rear was 1-2 feet taller than the property where the fence was located. If the fence was 
constructed by the multi-family property, an 8 foot fence would be allowed (with the 1-2 feet of 
elevation difference) would be approximately the height of the existing fence in the tallest 
location. The condition is unique to this property and does not extend beyond. There were 
concerns about the detriment to the public from the view of the fence. The board recommended 
that vegetation screening could mitigate the public impact of the wall.  The board did not feel that 
this approval creates a precedent due to the unusual topographic conditions and the adjacent 
zoning. 


