NPU-B Monthly Full Board Meeting Minutes
March 2025
Date: March 4, 2025

Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Zoom

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Nancy Bliwise, NPU-B Chairperson.

Present: 15 present®; 4 proxies (*additional members joined after the meeting called to order)
Officers Present: Nancy Bliwise, Bill Murray, Shawn Perez, Kim Shorter

1. OPENING REMARKS / CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS

Ms. Bliwise welcomed everyone.

Elected Officials/ their representative in Attendance:

Amber Madison, Project Manager for Council member Michael Julian Bond was in attendance.
She asked that for any additional questions or concerns about anything please feel free to
contact her.

Mbond@atlanatga.gov

almccreary89@amail.com
Office : 404.330.6770

Akilah Blount - intern in the Office of the Ombudsman of Neighborhoods, Jodi Merriday (exe-
jmerriday@atlantaga.gov 470-316-2382). Ombuds are independent, neutral, and impartial parties
that can assist with navigating the City, finding resources, and resolving outstanding
issues/concerns following an unresolved escalation to 311 and/or a City Department. Contact if
they can assist.

Akilah Blount ablount@atlantaga.gov

(404) 922-6896

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter to approve the February 2025 minutes passed by
a vote of 19-0-0.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter to approve the Amended March 2025 agenda
passed by a vote of 19-0-0.
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4. REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES, ELECTED OFFICIALS,
AND OTHERS IN AUDIENCE

Atlanta Police Department (APD)

Major Ben Vayens, Zone 2 Commander, 404-323-6344, bvayens@atlantaga.gov

Captain Germain Dearlove, Zone 2 Asst Commander, 404-987-7377, gdearlove@atlantaga.gov
Lieutenant Walls, Bike Patrol, 404-823-3771, kwalls@atlantaga.gov

Lieutenant Allison Leduc, arleduc@atlantaga.gov

Maple Drive Precinct, 404-848-7231

Buckhead Village Precinct, 404-546-5486

Lenox Mall Precinct, 404-467-8061

Non-Emergency 911, 404-658-6666

Captain Dearlove began his report noting that crime was down 20% from last year. Also noted
an effort to slow down speeders on the Roswell Road / Powers Ferry Road area. The 49t
session of the Police Academy begins April 271" — they are looking forward to new officers for
Zone 2 from this class. Opportunities for a “Ride Along with Zone 2” is available. Please contact
Captain Dearlove for more information. A board member asked about the fire hydrant on Adina
Rd - cars park in front of it often, as well as park going the “wrong direction” on the street.
Officer Dearlove recommended those calls be placed to the “non-Emergency” number. The
police department was thanked for policing the new stop signs that have been placed in the
neighborhood.

A board member commented on how wonderful the new police academy was!

Atlanta Fire Rescue Department (AFRD)

Main 404-546-4400, Station 21 404-546-4421

Captain Rae Manion, Captain Rodney Deese, Captain Eric Copeland
Battalion Chief Ken Mitchell, Battalion 6

Captain Carter, Station 21

Claudie Nash 404-546-7000, 404-392-0040 cell, cnash@atlantaga.gov

Chief Terese Cummings joined our meeting and was welcomed as our new AFD representative
for NPU-B. She spoke of the importance of smoke detector maintenance and the program
available to residents — anyone in need can get a free smoke detector at any fire station.
Residents can call 404-330-6874 for more information.

Atlanta Fire & Rescue has gotten 25 new firefighters and would like an additional 100 firefighters
this year. The new facility will be great for training for fire and EMS driving. They are in the
process of procuring new apparatus - the funds have been approved by the city and are in
process.

Citizens Fire Academy is starting back up - offers a “Day in the life” of a fire fighter. The Fire
Academy runs for 8 weeks from 6pm — 9:30pm. Please call 404-546-7000 for more information.
A board member requested training for Buckhead Heights neighborhood.

Atlanta Office of the Solicitors

Judge Sylvia J Lee, 404-932-5566, sjlee@atlantaga.gov

Hala Carey, Senior Assistant Solicitor, 404-658-6003, hcarey@atlantaga.gov
Lynn Reynolds, 4070-421-2796, lwreynolds@atlantaga.gov
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150 Garnett Street, 3rd floor 30303
Traffic Diversion inquiries: ptit@atlantaga.gov

Ms. Hala Carey reported on a Senior Citizens Public Safety meeting to be held February 28" at
Lakewood Church of Hope where 160 attended. Another is scheduled for April 25". She is
looking at a September date for one to be held in NPU-B. Ms. Carey is also hoping to schedule a
clean-up campaign now that the weather is warm. She also would like to plan a Safe & Secure
Housing Seminar — perhaps with other NPU’s. It can be live or via zoom. More information to
come!

More information on School Bus violations: The fines increased in 2024 to $1,000 due to several
fatalities. The law now states that if you do not pay the fine, you won’t be issued a tag for your
car.

A board member inquired about 2510 Rivers Road. Multiple “stop work” orders have been issued,
but the contractor seemingly ignores them and works at night, which is a nuisance to the
neighbors. Ms. Carey will forward this case to the prosecution team.

There were questions regarding specific situations for school bus violations — The intersection of
Stratford Rd and Peachtree. Ms. Carey informed us that if the bus stop location is at an
intersection, or is unsafe, contact APS to report it and possibly see about having it moved.
https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/Page/49796

(for APS bus information)

Fulton County District Attorney
Kendall Watkins, 404-426-4525, kendall.watkins@fultoncountyga.gov

No report.

MARTA Police Department (MPD)
North Precinct 404-848-3902, itsmarta.com
Major Britt, 404-427-6047, cbritt@itsmarta.com

No report, but a representative dropped this information into the “chat” (edited for clarity):

“‘Hello NPU-B | am Mr. Brian Sumlin, from MARTA Army. We are a 501c3 grass roots
organization started in 2014, and we empower the residents with your transit experience, through
education. Attached is the flyer for our Quarterly Meet & Greet next Wednesday March 12th at
Buckhead Pizza from 6pm-8pm. If you take transit to the event, you get 1 free well drink, or beer
or wine. At the Transit meetup we gather and talk about how our transit projects can be
accomplished. Thank you.”

This information was also shared:

MARTA Bus Network Redesign schedule ref:

https://events.zoom.us/eo/AvHt6F 5NkC2T7s7Bhi5JyY3fuwvDcaR4ErRg 4XFXcNp5Yu659J~Ag
gLXsr32QYFjg8BIYLZ5106Dg

Department of Watershed Management (DWM)

404-982-1480, atlantawatershed.org

Commissioner Al Wiggins, 470-653-3013, awiggins@atlantaga.gov
Evan Bennett, evanbennett@atlantaga.gov
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No report.

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)

O’Kelvis Hambrick, Interim Facilities Manager, 678-815-3653, okhambrick@atlantaga.gov
Taylor Cosby, Community Facility Manager, 404-237-2756, tcosby@atlantaga.gov

Tara Buckner, Urban Planner, 404-217-9603, tibuckner@atlantaga.gov

Artiane Saintil, asaintii@atlantaga.gov

Abdur-Rahim Muhammad Architectural Designer DPR- Office of Park Planning & Design
RAMuhammad@Atlantaga.gov

Peachtree Hills Recreation Center (PHRC), 404-237-2756, 308 Peachtree Hills Ave

Tara Buckner, Urban Planner, and Eric Ganther were on the call.

A Peachtree Hills resident who was on the call asked about survey trees behind the Peachtree
Hills Rec Center — asking what the markers on the trees were for. The resident has asked this
question of Ms. Buckner and several departments in the city, asking if the trees are being
removed for the Peachtree Garden Greenway, and why 40 canopy trees were being slated for
removal with no transparency or public input. Ms. Buckner apologized that she had been having
trouble with her email but wasn’t sure about the trees. She suggested the resident contact
Commissioner Cutler.

Ms. Buckner reported on Camp Best Friends from June 9 — June 25, Par-Tee at the clubhouse
on March 8 from 1-3pm at Chastain Golf Course and encouraged all to visit their website for
more information or details.

Department of Public Works

Deputy Commissioner Anou Sothsavath, 678-878-0904, asothsavath@atlantaga.gov
Deputy Program Moses Tejuoso, motejuoso@atlantaga.gov

Officer V. Ferguson, 678-221-8215, vferguson@atlantaga.gov

SWEET Officer Ebony Jefferson, 470-304-6757, edjefferson@atlantaga.gov

Officer Pete Francis, 404-938-1183, pfrancis@atlantaga.gov

Officer Pete Francis reported that all Christmas trees have been collected from NPU-B
neighborhoods. Board members thanked Officer Francis for his efforts on this.

Department of Transportation
Keely Wallace, Community Outreach Coordinator, atidot@AtlantaGa.Gov
No report given.

Code Enforcement Section, APD Community Services Division
CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov, Report issues: 404-546-3800

Chanell Alexis, 404-295-0709, calexis@atlantaga.gov

Veruschka Ohwobete, 404-546-3815, cell 404-673-5029, vgsobers@atlantaga.gov

Ms. Bliwise forwarded the report to the board.

Officer Channel Alexis was on the call and noted:

There were 14 cases for February: 10 had no violations, 2 they were unable to gain entry, and

one was too unsafe to enter.

3400 Stratford Rd — Officer Alexis noted that this case had been escalated to a supervisor, and
offered that departments of Public Works, Zoning and Atlanta DOT might be able to help. City
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code does not allow dumpsters on city streets — Denise Starling also noted that SPI12 requires
screening to minimize dumpsters, and this should be a code violation.

A board member asked about the old Shoney’s property at 2540 Piedmont Rd, asking if this
would be considered a blighted property. It was suggested that MARTA owns the property.

ATL311

Barbara Dougherty, Community Affairs Coordinator, 470-698-5171, bdougherty@atlantaga.gov
Shadé Stokes-Campbell, ATL311 Community Affairs Coordinator,
sstokescampbell@atlantaga.gov

Allison Murillo, Bayyinah Sullivan, Shade Stokes-Campbell, Casey Wilson

Ms. Stokes reminded all to use AVA, download the app, and that they are on all social media
platforms. She reminded attendees that 311 is the place to call to report problems regarding pot
holes, damaged/missing street signs, non-functioning street lights or traffic lights. PAD is looking
to extend their hours this year but are currently open 7am -7pm M-F.

ATL311 is the Non-Emergency Call Center for City of Atlanta Services and is open Monday-
Friday from 7am-12am. You can contact them by:

1. Dial 3-1-1 inside city limits or 404-546-0311

2. Visit and chat at www.ATL311.com

3. Email at ATL311@atlantaga.gov

4. Mobile App by searching “ATL311” in your app store 5. Social Media @ATL311

Sign up for City of Atlanta emergency alerts by texting NOTIFYATL to 24639.

If you would like to have ATL311 present for a community meeting, complete the form here:
https://forms.office.com/q/JzTWX3gHx1

Buckhead Coalition / Livable Buckhead / Buckhead Community Improvement District (CID)
Jim Durrett, Buckhead Coalition President, thebuckheadcoalition.com/

Denise Starling, Livable Buckhead Executive Director, livablebuckhead.org

Tony Peters, BCID Director of Capital Projects and Programs, buckheadcid.com

Ms. Starling invited all to join Livable Buckhead for the Buckhead Fun Run, Wild Things on Path
400 and the Big Peach Social Bike Ride. The Buckhead Rotary Club is looking for host families
in the North Buckhead area to host high school foreign exchange students for an 8-week period.
Ms. Starling also gave updates on two pieces of legislation that passed and will give $1.8Million
to Path 400 — the portion from Wieuca Rd to the old GA 400 toll area is in planning and should
start next month. These are the last major parts of Path 400 that will lead and connect to Sandy
Springs and continue outside the perimeter.

Also, 5 new pieces of exercise equipment were added to Old lvy Park, that are multi-generational
and accessible. Ms. Starling also reported that the old bank at the Buckhead loop has been
scraped — they are contacting the city regarding a stop work order as that was not part of the
plans as presented to the Development Review Boards for SP-19 and SPI-12.

Information regarding the upcoming events and links were shared:

BuckheadRun - Livable Buckhead's 5K - is going wild this year! Saturday May 3rd! Sign up here!
https://raceroster.com/events/2025/101840/livable-buckheads-buckheadrun-5k

Looking for a bike ride on PATH400? Join Livable Buckhead for the Big Peach Social Ride
(complete with sangria) March 23rd. Register here: https://livablebuckhead.com/rediscover-
community-and-joy-at-the-livable-buckhead-x-big-peach-social-ride/
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5. COMMENTS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS

District 6, Alex Wan; District 7, Howard Shook; District 8, Mary Norwood

Jordan Kemp, Legislation Liaison & Community Engagement Manager for City Council President
Doug Shipman, 470-650-8970, jkemp@atlantaga.gov

Jodi Merriday, Community Engagement Program Director for the Executive Office/Ombudsman
of Neighborhoods, 470-316-2382, jimerriday@atlantaga.gov

Clyde Mitchell, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 404-510-8498,
clmitchell@atlantaga.gov

Courtney Reeder, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 470-891-1195,
creeder@atlantaga.gov

Kennedie McClung, Chief of Staff for State Representative Stacey Evans, District 57,
kennedie@staceyevans.com

Jennifer Freeman, Community Outreach Representative to U.S. Congresswoman Nikema Evans,
404-623-5453, jennifer.freeman@mail.house.gov

Dana Barrett, Fulton County District 3 Commissioner, 678-467-5142,
dana.barrett@fultoncountyga.gov

Amber Madison from Michael Julian Bond'’s office reported the “Hello Fresh” initiative, where they
hope to feed 1.3million with healthy options. 404-330-6770 for more information.

Akilah Blount, ablount@atlantaga.gov (404) 922-6896 was in attendance from the Ombudsman
of Neighborhoods Office and reported that Amber Ware is our NP-B Rep.
Amberware@atlantaga.gov

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Rebecca King, Chair; Keith Biggs, Vice Chair

NPU-B action: A motion by Bill Murray to approve the consent agenda passed by a vote of
20-0-0.

B. DEVELOPMENT, TRANSPORTATION and SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE
Jason Kendall, Chair; Bob Cooney, Vice Chair

This committee met previously and shared their report and thoughts in the Matters for Voting
portion of the meeting.

C. ZONING COMMITTEE
Kim Shorter, Co-Chair; Bob Connelly, Co-Chair
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NPU-B action: A motion by Bill Murray to approve the consent agenda passed by a vote of
20-0-0.

V-25-7 / 3619 Ivy Road NE / Applicant seeks a special exception from the zoning ordinance to
allow for active recreation in the required read yard and in a yard adjacent to a street. **Applicant
agreed to adjust pool placement 10 feet closer to the house. Approved 15-5-0.

7. APAB Report
APAB report was emailed.

8. PLANNER’S REPORT

Jessica Lavandier, Assistant Director, 404-865-8522, jlavandier@atlantaga.gov
Nate Hoelzel, Project Manager, nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov

Troy Smith, Zoning Enforcement, trosmith@atlantaga.gov

Punya Vats, Urban Planner Il, 470-522-3399, pvats@atlantaga.gov

Punya Vats was again very patient and waited to give his report through another very long
meeting! He reported that the review and comment periods for Plan A and the Comprehensive
Development Plan are concluding. NPU University’s winter term will include a session on Tax
Exemptions and how to appeal on March 6. Other classes and programs include NPU101,
Civic Responsibilities for young leaders (high school and college aged), along with the
opportunity for these young leaders to “shadow” city leaders and receive a 35 hours of service
hours along with a $525 stipend.

They are also celebrating Black Women in Atlanta History, and a celebration of the impact the
Sweet Auburn Avenue has had on our city throughout history. He also noted that the community
Impact Grant applications were due on March 7%,

The planning report is available at https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-
planning/neighborhood-planning-units/updates.

Follow NPU voting activity on the NPU Dashboard at npuatlanta.org/npu-dashboard.

Email npuatlanta@atlantaga.gov or text NPUATLANTA to 22828 to receive monthly updates from
the Department of City Planning and Neighborhood Planning Units team.

Other NPU March Updates- https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-
planning/neighborhood-planning-units/updates

Sean Gaynor with the City of Atlanta advised that he was present toaddress questions about
TPO presentation if there are any.

For the elected official representatives on the Zoom meeting, the ordinance is VERY
complicated. | think that residents will get overwhelmed trying to comply and there will be a great
deal of blow back. There are great aspects but taking time to make it easier to understand would
be best!

9. MATTERS FOR VOTING:
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Leqislation 24-O-1687 / Proposed “Party House” Ordinance

NPU-B Action: APPROVED 20-0-0

Community Impact Grant / NBCA / North Buckhead — applied for the grant to help fund signage
for the teaching garden at Sarah Smith Elementary School, that is open to the public.
APPROVED 16-0-0

10. MATTERS FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT:

Legislation 24-0-1691 / Proposed Tree Protection Ordinance
There was much on this topic and the proposal. This is a summary of key points.

o Concerns about trees located in the flood plains,

e The Tree Trust Fund should cap using a % toward salaries rather than the stated 20 employees.
Sean Gaynor was present and was not aware of this specific language.

o Specifying positions creates a negative incentive — if salaries are dependent on the tree
recompence, there is incentive to remove trees.
o This language needs more work and is too vague.

o The problem we’re having is that we are losing too many trees, the fines aren’t stiff enough and
aren’t a deterrent for trees to be removed illegally. The consequences should be greater for illegal
tree cuts.

e There needs to be more clarification as to which trees are being removed in the stream buffers.

¢ NPU-B is losing trees on single family residential lots, not just commercial. A

¢ Iso noted was the difference neighborhoods approach the tree canopy, which is Conservation &
Preservation as opposed to commercial, which is Recompence.

o Exemptions for affordable housing should be on a sliding scale — the goal should be to keep tree
density the same in affordable housing as in all parts of town.

10. PRESENTATIONS

PLAN A : Nathan Gallantine / City Planner reported that this process started a year ago and
comprised of 3 parts. March is the Planning Process and comments can be made until March
13", The next step will involve changing development patterns.

In April, they will submit the final draft to the state and will receive comment on that in May.
Then, Plan A will be adopted in July.

It was noted that NPU-B policies will carry over, but if we'd like to address something, we can.
Board members will review current NPU policies.

Trails — Path Foundation / Eric Ganther and Ed Tarleton reported on “Trails ATL” — which is a
city-wide plan encompassing transportation, recreation and health. The goal by 2029 is to have
525 total miles of trails for the residents of Atlanta. This will happen in 3 phases and will add 420
more miles! The goal is for 94% of Atlantans to be within a 10-minute walk of a trail and will be
for all ages and abilities.

The effort is being led by Atlanta Parks and Recreation and is based on input received from
residents: 98% wanted a greenway, 75% wanted a side path, and 55% wanted a protected bike
lane.

NPU-B and Denise Starling/Livable Buckhead were praised for having excellent Path
Connections.
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Phase 1 connections: Blue Heron Preserve to Chastain Park
Phase 2 connections: Wieuca Rd to E Paces Ferry

A draft is scheduled to be released to the public on March 14" and will be included in the new
CDP, Plan A, zoning code and Comprehensive Transportation Plan.

Comments from Board members:

Please have better descriptions and outreach — example, some paths are in stream buffers...will
they be permitted or will those be exempted?

Also, please talk more about the Peachtree Garden Greenway — we have gotten mixed
messages about this: how many trees will be removed??

11. OLD BUSINESS
No old business was discussed.

12. NEW BUSINESS
No new business was discussed.

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next NPU-B meeting is April1, 2025, at 7 PM via Zoom.

14. ADJOURNMENT

NPU-B action: A motion to adjourn passed by a vote of 16-0-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 PM.
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