
 

 
 
 

NPU-B Monthly Full Board Meeting Minutes 
September 2025 

 
 
 
Date: September 2, 2025 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Nancy Bliwise, NPU-B Chairperson.  
 
Present: 14 present*; 4 proxies (*additional members joined after the meeting called to order) 
Officers Present: Nancy Bliwise, Kim Shorter, Shawn Perez 
 
 
1.  OPENING REMARKS / CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Bliwise welcomed everyone in attendance and updated the group that a residential 
representative, J. Kelly, was moving off the board, and that Heather Halpern, a business 
representative, was also moving off the board.  Ms. Bliwise welcomed the new neighborhood 
representative for Peachtree Heights East, Hernando Bunuan to the board, as Mr. Kelly’s 
replacement.  There is now an opening for another Business representative following Ms. Halpern’s 
departure. 
 
Press – None present. 
 
Elected Officials/ their representative in Attendance:  
Amber Madison, Project Manager for Councilmember Michael Julian Bond was in attendance.   
 For questions or concerns about anything, please feel free to contact her.   
Amber Madison, AIA On behalf of Council-member Bond (Post 1 At Large)  
Mbond@atlanatga.gov 
almccreary89@gmail.com 
Office: 404.330.6770 
 
No elected officials 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Shawn Perez to approve the August 2025 minutes and seconded by Tim 
Webb, passed by a vote of 19-0-0.  
 
3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter and seconded by Rebecca King to approve the September 
2025 agenda passed by a vote of 20-0-0.  
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4.  REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES, ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND 
OTHERS IN AUDIENCE 
 
Atlanta Police Department (APD)  
Major Ben Vayens, Zone 2 Commander, 404-323-6344, bvayens@atlantaga.gov  
Captain Germain Dearlove, Zone 2 Asst Commander, 404-987-7377, gdearlove@atlantaga.gov  
Lieutenant Walls, Bike Patrol, 404-823-3771, kwalls@atlantaga.gov  
Lieutenant Allison Leduc, arleduc@atlantaga.gov  
Maple Drive Precinct, 404-848-7231 
Buckhead Village Precinct, 404-546-5486 
Lenox Mall Precinct, 404-467-8061 
Non-Emergency 911, 404-658-6666 
 
Major Vayens 
2025 Crime is trending down in Atlanta and is currently down 12% overall. Crime is down 26% in our 
NPU-B area.  Motor vehicle theft is also down by 151% in NPU-B!.  He credits proactive policing for 
this positive numbers.  This is the 5th year in a row that our crime has been trending down.  There 
have been 119 guns stolen in Zone 2 YTD – he again emphasized the importance of storing guns 
properly. The Clean Car campaign remains a focus. 
They are working with Public Works Department and other agencies about aggressive homeless 
behavior.  He requested that all who are approached by an aggressive homeless person call 9-1-1.  
Otherwise, call PAD for assistance. 
 
A board member congratulated Major Vayens on the decrease in car break-ins and crime overall.  
Another board member asked about a car break in on Eulalia Drive and asked how best to share 
Ring Camera video with the police.  She also asked if the Major could share the crime statistics for us 
to share with our neighborhoods. 
 
Officer Baptiste from the Repeat Offender Tracking Unit attended our NPU-B meeting.  She shared 
that there are 96 “repeat offenders” city wide.  A repeat offender is an individual with 3 or more felony 
convictions.  We do not have a high number of repeat offenders in Zone 2, she added, and that 
number currently totals 10 with 8 being in NPU-B.  Officer Baptiste gave specific instances involving 
repeat offenders in our area: 

• 2700 Peachtree Road  
• 3445 Stratford Road 
• 3490 Piedmont Road 
• 2264 Cheshire Bridge Rd 
• 781 Sydney Marcus Rd 
• 2742 Alpine Rd 
• 3440 Peachtree Rd 
• 500 Lindbergh Rd 
• Adina Drive & Fountainhead Ln 

The offenses include firearms, unlawfully entering a vehicle, burglary, aggravated assault, shoplifting, 
meth, urban camping. 
 
They are working with the solicitor’s office and are looking at options for these repeat offenders to 
include, but not limited to, banishment. They are also working with the “Accountability Court” where 
appropriate. She noted that Judge Kirk has been very helpful. 
Ofc. Andrea Baptiste , Repeat Offender Tracking Unit- Atlanta Police Department 
470-218-3314 
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Anmbaptiste@atlantaga.gov 
 
Atlanta Fire and Rescue 
Captain Copeland from Station #3 at Phipps Plaza joined our meeting along with 
Claudie Nash                                                                  
cnash@atlantaga.gov                                                            
404-392-0040 
 
Captain Copeland gave grill safety tips: Keep away from all structures when grilling and NEVER grill 
on apartment balconies or roofs.   

• September is Fall hydrant season – you’ll see the hydrants being flushed and greased 
throughout the city. 

• National Preparedness Month: make an emergency plan, refresh your emergency kit with food, 
water and batteries. 

• Also noted that September is Mental Health Awareness Month – September 11th can bring 
trauma to people and encouraged people to reach out for help and to turn off the news! 

 
Ms. Nash added the following tips as temperatures cool- 
With the arrival of cooler weather, AFRD reminds residents to practice fire safety at home as heating 
systems come back into use. This includes: 
●       Having heating equipment professionally inspected and cleaned. 
●       Keeping flammable materials away from heaters and fireplaces. 
●       Testing smoke alarms and replacing batteries regularly. 
 
A board member asked where to find current codes for condominiums.  She was directed to call and 
ask for the Inspections Department.   
Another board member asked what residents should do if they see someone lighting fireworks.  The 
Captain encouraged us to call 9-1-1. 
 
Atlanta Office of the Solicitors 
Judge Sylvia J Lee, 404-932-5566, sjlee@atlantaga.gov  
Hala Carey, Senior Assistant Solicitor, 404-658-6003, hcarey@atlantaga.gov 
Lynn Reynolds, 4070-421-2796, lwreynolds@atlantaga.gov 
150 Garnett Street, 3rd floor 30303 
Traffic Diversion inquiries: ptit@atlantaga.gov 
Hala Cary 
 
Ms. Bliwise gave the report in Ms. Carey’s absence: Diversion program is available.  Ms. Carey will 
join us in October.    
 
Magistrate Court of Fulton County 
Cassandra Kirk, Chief Magistrate Judge joined our meeting and informed us that her court does 
everything from “Judge Judy” to “Law and Order”.  There are 10 full time judges and 6 part time 
judges who work tirelessly.  She noted several upcoming programs:  

• “Bang the Gavel” – a Lunch & Learn event for students in middle school and high school to 
learn about the courts in a positive environment. https://magistratefulton.org/257/Bang-the-
Gavel-A-Court-Day-Lunch-Learn-P 

• Magistrate Court 101 is an outreach clinic in East Point that is upcoming 
• Self -Help Legal clinics are also offered to offer guidance regarding small claims and 

garnishments. 
• Atlanta Volunteer Lawyer Organization is available to help tenants in need of legal guidance 
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• Intern opportunities are available for students in high school, college and law school.   
 
Judge Kirk was asked about fraudulent title claims.  Atlanta Legal Aid will help citizens with that.   
  
185 Shirley Clarke Franklin Boulevard, SW, Suite T1605 
Formerly 185 Central Avenue, Suite T-1605 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Phone: 404-613-9071 
eFax: 404-612-1333 
http://magistratefulton.org  
IG: @fultonmagistrate 
Chatbot: https://chatmagistratefulton.org 
 
https://magistratefulton.org/255/REACH-Clinic 
https://www.fultonsuperiorcourtga.gov/justice-resource-center 
 
Fulton County District Attorney 
Kendall Watkins, 404-426-4525, kendall.watkins@fultoncountyga.gov  
 
No report given. 
 
MARTA Police Department (MPD)  
North Precinct 404-848-3902, itsmarta.com  
Major Britt, 404-427-6047, cbritt@itsmarta.com  
 
No report given. 
 
Department of Watershed Management (DWM)  
404-982-1480, atlantawatershed.org 
Commissioner Al Wiggins, 470-653-3013, awiggins@atlantaga.gov 
Evan Bennett, evanbennett@atlantaga.gov  
Louis Sheppard, 404-546-1181, cell 770-624-0793, lsheppard@atlantaga.gov  
 
No report.  
 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
O’Kelvis Hambrick, Interim Facilities Manager, 678-815-3653,  okhambrick@atlantaga.gov   
Taylor Cosby, Community Facility Manager, 404-237-2756, tcosby@atlantaga.gov   
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner, 404-217-9603, tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov  
Artiane Saintil, asaintil@atlantaga.gov  
Abdur-Rahim Muhammad Architectural Designer DPR- Office of Park Planning & Design 
RAMuhammad@Atlantaga.gov 
Peachtree Hills Recreation Center (PHRC), 404-237-2756, 308 Peachtree Hills Ave 
 
Destiny Mays from The Peachtree Hills Recreation Center attended the meeting,  
dmays@atlantaga.gov 
 

• If anyone would like to volunteer for the Trunk and Treat event October 30th, 2025 from 5pm-
7pm, please email her directly. 

• Camp registration for students during Fall Break is now open.  The cost is $35 per student, and 
the camp will run October 13 – October 17th 
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Department of Public Works 
Deputy Commissioner Anou Sothsavath, 678-878-0904, asothsavath@atlantaga.gov  
Deputy Program Moses Tejuoso, motejuoso@atlantaga.gov  
Officer V. Ferguson, 678-221-8215, vferguson@atlantaga.gov  
SWEET Officer Ebony Jefferson, 470-304-6757, edjefferson@atlantaga.gov   
Officer Pete Francis, 404-938-1183, pfrancis@atlantaga.gov  
 
Officer Pete Francis 
Officer Francis reminded us that trash bins are the responsibility of the citizens.  You must keep it 
clean and sanitary.  Please put items in the recycling bin loosely, with no plastic bag.  Cardboard 
boxes should be flattened and not weigh more than 35 lbs.  All trash in the regular trash bin must be 
in a plastic bag, however. Trash can lids must be able to close. 
Yard waste – they would prefer trimmings to be in a container or paper bags, as opposed to bundling 
them.  
 
Department of Transportation 
Keely Wallace, Community Outreach Coordinator, atldot@AtlantaGa.Gov  
 
No report given.  A request was given that the DOT attend the next meeting.  Ms. Bliwise asked that 
all DOT issues and concerns be sent to her in advance. 
 
 
Code Enforcement Section, APD Community Services Division 
CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov, Report issues: 404-546-3800  
Chanell Alexis, 404-295-0709, calexis@atlantaga.gov  
Veruschka Ohwobete, 404-546-3815, cell 404-673-5029, vgsobers@atlantaga.gov  
 
Chanell Alexis was in attendance and was filling in for Officer Bridgers and had no updates on current 
cases. 
She did note that the properties located at 386 Allison Dr and 1516 N. Ivy Rd had been approved for 
demolition. 
She informed us that Officer Silvers was the officer who performs the inspections in NPU-B.    
There was a question in the chat about who monitors restaurants operating like nightclubs.  Ms. 
Alexis answered that The Licensing Review Board was responsible. 
 
ATL311 
Barbara Dougherty, Community Affairs Coordinator, 470-698-5171, bdougherty@atlantaga.gov  
Shadé Stokes-Campbell, ATL311 Community Affairs Coordinator, sstokescampbell@atlantaga.gov 
Allison Murillo, Bayyinah Sullivan, Shade Stokes-Campbell, Casey Wilson 
 
Shade Stokes-Campbell attended the meeting. 

• Reminded everyone of the extended hours of 7am – 12midnight starting in July. Calls 
regarding quality-of-life concerns may now also be placed until midnight.  

• She reminded all to call 404-546-0311 if you do not have a local phone number, or to use AVA 
by downloading the app. 

• A board member asked about 2 work orders that Watershed opened and closed on the same 
day, but the issue had not yet been addressed.  Shade requested the case numbers and will 
investigate and report back.  

• Another board member reported a traffic light that had been out at the intersection of 
Kingsboro and Roxboro Roads.  She asked if there was a way for residents to know if a 
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solution was in the works, or if the correct department had been notified.  Ms. Campbell asked 
for the case number of that problem. The board member also raised concern about Cantrell Rd 
being used as a cut through and asked if new signage could be placed on the street.  Shade 
offered to help with DOT to get the new signs. 

• Another board member asked when 3-1-1 would be open on weekends – Shade wasn’t sure 
what the plans are for 7-day operation.  However, emergency traffic signal repairs can be 
reported on weekends.  Calls are re-directed to the appropriate department during weekends. 

  
 
Buckhead Coalition / Livable Buckhead / Buckhead Community Improvement District (CID) 
Jim Durrett, Buckhead Coalition President, thebuckheadcoalition.com/  
Denise Starling, Livable Buckhead Executive Director, livablebuckhead.org 
Tony Peters, BCID Director of Capital Projects and Programs, buckheadcid.com 
 
Denise Starling was in attendance. 
 

• Path 400 will be opening the path from Wieuca to Loridans Drive in September and will have a 
ribbon cutting ceremony. It will be a great fall festival kind of theme complete with Llamas!!  
https://livablebuckhead.com/event/reaching-new-heights-a-celebration-of-neighbors-nature-
and-path400/ 

• Party on the Path is scheduled for October 5th at the top of Miami Circle.  Johnson Lowe 
Gallery will be a part of the celebration. 

• They are also in the planning phase for the trail connection to Blue Heron Nature Preserve, 
Path 400 and Chastain Park. 

• Livable Buckhead will host a candidate forum for the District 7 City Council seat on October 1st. 
Details can be found on their website. 

 
 
5.  COMMENTS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 
District 6, Alex Wan; District 7, Howard Shook; District 8, Mary Norwood 
Jordan Kemp, Legislation Liaison & Community Engagement Manager for City Council President 
Doug Shipman, 470-650-8970, jkemp@atlantaga.gov  
Jodi Merriday, Community Engagement Program Director for the Executive Office/Ombudsman   of 
Neighborhoods, 470-316-2382, jlmerriday@atlantaga.gov 
Clyde Mitchell, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 404-510-8498, 
clmitchell@atlantaga.gov  
Courtney Reeder, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 470-891-1195, 
creeder@atlantaga.gov  
Kennedie McClung, Chief of Staff for State Representative Stacey Evans, District 57, 
kennedie@staceyevans.com  
Jennifer Freeman, Community Outreach Representative to U.S. Congresswoman Nikema Evans, 
404-623-5453, jennifer.freeman@mail.house.gov  
Dana Barrett, Fulton County District 3 Commissioner, 678-467-5142,  
dana.barrett@fultoncountyga.gov 
 
Ombuds of Neighborhoods – Fellow 
Amber Ware is one of our Neighborhood Relations Managers and is available to assist. She can be 
reached by email at amberware@atlantaga.gov or by phone at (470) 834-6453. 
 
Amber Madison from Councilman Bond’s office also attended the meeting and spoke of the Atlanta 
Fresh and Free event being held on September 3rd at the Mount Olive Baptist Church. 
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Keith Biggs, Chair 
Bryan Steed was in attendance 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion to approve by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Ms. Starling.  
Motion adopted 20-0-0. 
 
Alcohol License Applications (LRB) included in the Consent Agenda were heard and are as 
follows: 
 

• Gathere’d Market – Specialty Food & Prepared Meals - 3872 Roswell Rd NE / New Business 
• The Bell Stand – Beer & Wine – 3414 Peachtree Rd / Adding Liquor 

 
 
B. DEVELOPMENT, TRANSPORTATION and SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
Jason Kendall, Chair; Bob Cooney, Vice Chair 
 
Jason Kendall spoke on Councilman Shook’s proposed zoning ordinance regarding short term 
rentals. The matter was discussed later in the meeting at length. More details of the discussion will be 
given later in this report.   
  
 
C. ZONING COMMITTEE 
Kim Shorter, Co-Chair; Bob Connelly, Co-Chair 
 
There were no new cases this month. 
There were 2 cases on the agenda – both have been withdrawn but had no “action” has been given 
from the city.  It was suggested that we vote to “defer” both cases as part of our consent agenda: 
V-25-66 / 314 Pinecrest Rd NE 
V-25-91 / 161 Ridgeland Way NE 
 
Motion to approve consent agenda was approved 22-0-0 
 
 
7. APAB Report 
Atlanta Planning Advisory Board 
 
Ms. Bliwise attended the last meeting.    

• APAB’s new bylaws were adopted at the last meeting. 
• APAB will be moving forward with a strategic plan. 
• An Atlanta transportation plan was presented at the meeting – they are hoping to present the 

plan to NPU-B soon. 
 
 
8. PLANNER’S REPORT 
Jessica Lavandier, Assistant Director, 404-865-8522, jlavandier@atlantaga.gov  
Nate Hoelzel, Project Manager, nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov  
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Troy Smith, Zoning Enforcement, trosmith@atlantaga.gov  
Punya Vats, Urban Planner II, 470-522-3399, pvats@atlantaga.gov  
 
Punya Vats attended the meeting. 

• Updated that in most recent voting matters, the BZA decisions were the same as the NPU 
recommendations. 

Mr. Vats offered the following information: 
 
Track applications in the NPU Dashboard -  
https://coaplangis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0edb5ee66955448d9edf659e3472b3ee  
  
Planning Initiatives Webinar:  https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/2025-planning-
initiative  
  
Find direct links to more info on the DCP updates page:  
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/neighborhood-planning-
units/updates   
  
Peachtree Park Civic Association neighborhood-driven planning process: 
https://www.peachtreeparkatl.org/ 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the Civic Association or Nate Hoelzel with 
DCP at nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov. 
 
9. MATTERS FOR VOTING: 
 
NPUs provide recommendations to the City of Atlanta by voting to support or oppose applications. 
 
The application and the NPU’s recommendations, along with Staff recommendations, are then 
considered by the appropriate board, association, commission, or office. 
There were no matters for voting at this meeting.  
 

1.) NPU-B’s Revised Bylaws – these revisions have been posted for a month and included 
several typo corrections, clarification through re-wording and items added and modified by an 
independent Parliamentarian review conducted earlier in the year (eg., more robust 
descriptions of committee responsibilities).  The biggest change was opening the “at large” 
position within NPU-B.  

A motion to approve the bylaws was made by Ms. Shorter and seconded by Mr. Kendall. 
The motion passed 21-0-0 
 

2.) Zoning Ordinance Z-25-61 and the Proposed NE Atlanta Quality of Life Overlay Exhibit - 
This proposed ordinance and accompanying boundary map was introduced and was followed 
by lengthy and robust discussion. The essence of the ordinance is to limit short term rentals as 
defined by Atlanta City Code of Ordinances, by not permitting them in the proposed overlay 
district. 
 
5 board members and 6 members of the public offered comments. 
 
In Support of the Proposed Ordinance: 

• STRs are a commercial use of a residential property. 
• STRs are a quality-of-life issue and disrupt community by having people coming and going on 

an ongoing basis. 
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• STRs take much-needed housing stock off the market and work against housing priorities. 
• Bad STRs impede traffic and were a nuisance. 
• To protect home sellers, there should be a “carve-out” for real estate transactions that entered 

into temporary occupancy agreements after a sale of a home (often up to 60 days). 
• There are still party homes in neighborhoods using STRs and short-term rentals used for 

illegal activities. 
• There is no current mechanism for enforcement. 

 
Against the Proposed Ordinance: 

• All who spoke against disclosed current investment in STRs. 
• Current ordinance is a ‘zombie ordinance’ and effective enforcement of this and nuisance 

property ordinance will take care of any bad actors. 
• Ban will result in bad actors being grandfathered and incentivize institutional investment rather 

than ‘mom & pop’ STRs. 
• STRs help communities (e.g., used by visiting family, young families). 
• Good uses will be eliminated (e.g., World Cup rentals, rentals for caregiving, visitors coming to 

ATL for specialized medical care). 
• A rewrite of the code is better than a ban; there are successful ordinances in other 

municipalities. 
 
Both board and citizens indicated a desire to discuss the ordinance more comprehensively 
with their neighborhoods. 

 
A motion to deny the proposed ordinance was made by Ms. Shorter and seconded by Ms. 
Shepherd.   
The vote to deny the proposal with comment passed 13-5-1  
 
Ms. Bliwise will draft comments and did echo Ms. Shorter’s concern by asking those present 
and opposed to assist in re-writing the STR Ordinance.   

 
10. Presentations: 
Department of Parks and Recreation: Chastain Park Conservancy Comprehensive Plan 
Chastain Park Conservancy – Rosa McHugh / rosa@chastainparkconservancy.org 
 678-575-1094 
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner 
COA Department of Parks and Recreation 
tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov 
404-217-9603 
 
The Conservancy has been working on this master plan for a while.  Lord, Eckert & Sargent are 
assisting and conducting a survey and community input. 
They would like for this master plan to be adopted by city council before the end of the year and 
included as part of the city’s Plan A Comprehensive Development Plan. 
Ms. McHugh presented “Discover Chastain” on behalf of the Conservancy, noting that there had been 
4 public meetings and 1,200 people surveyed. 
One board member noted that she just received a copy of the plan a few hours prior to this meeting 
and requested a vote to defer to provide adequate time for review and outreach.  
Ms. Buckner added that they weren’t asking for a vote on the plan but just wanted to present it at 
tonight’s meeting.  She noted that you could go to City Hall in November to voice your concerns. 
Ms. Culberson asked if they would hold any meeting closer to Chastain Park.  They answered, “no” 
but to let them know if this forum doesn’t work. 
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Ms. Shorter called everyone’s attention to the “paid” parking element to the plan. This is a big change. 
Mr. East suggested the use of the QR code which takes the user to the broader plan. 
Mr. Patterson noted that the North Buckhead civic association would like a meeting for them to walk 
residents through the proposed plan. 
   
11. OLD BUSINESS 
No old business was discussed. 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS 

• Ms. Bliwise will draft the letter from NPU-B containing the comments for the proposed Zoning 
Ordinance Z-25-61. 

• APS New Facilities Plan was just released last week and will impact many in our community 
and neighborhoods.  Multiple meetings will be planned.  NPU-A, B &C have drafted a letter 
requesting more time to review and respond. 
NPU Action: Motion to approve the drafted letter was made by Ms. King and seconded by Ms. 
Perez.   
The Motion to approve the letter passed 16-0-1  

 
 
 
13. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES: 
Provided for informational purposes. Votes/comments are neither required nor expected. 

• The next NPU-B meeting is October 7th   
• The next BZA meetings are October 4th and October 11th  
• The next ZRB meeting is October 4th  

 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
NPU-B action: A motion to Adjourn by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Ms. Perez.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 PM. 
 


