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NPU-B Monthly Full Board Meeting Minutes 
October 2025 

 
 
 
Date: October 7, 2025 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Nancy Bliwise, NPU-B Chairperson.  
 
Present: 14 present*; 7 proxies (*additional members joined after the meeting called to order) 
Officers Present: Nancy Bliwise, Kim Shorter, Shawn Perez, Bill Murray 
 
 
1.  OPENING REMARKS / CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Bliwise welcomed everyone in attendance and asked if there were any elected officials or 
members of the press present.  
 
Press – None present. 
 
Elected Officials/ their representative in Attendance:  
Amber Ware / Office of the Ombudsman 
(470) 834-6453 
amberware@atlantaga.gov 
  
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter to approve the August 2025 minutes and seconded by Keith 
Biggs, passed by a vote of 22-0-0.  
 
3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
NPU-B Action: A motion by Kim Shorter and seconded by Bob Connelly to approve the September 
2025 agenda passed by a vote of 22-0-0.  
 
4.  REPORTS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES, ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND 
OTHERS IN AUDIENCE 
 
Atlanta Police Department (APD)  
Major Ben Vayens, Zone 2 Commander, 404-323-6344, bvayens@atlantaga.gov  
Captain Germain Dearlove, Zone 2 Asst Commander, 404-987-7377, gdearlove@atlantaga.gov  
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Lieutenant Walls, Bike Patrol, 404-823-3771, kwalls@atlantaga.gov  
Lieutenant Allison Leduc, arleduc@atlantaga.gov  
Maple Drive Precinct, 404-848-7231 
Buckhead Village Precinct, 404-546-5486 
Lenox Mall Precinct, 404-467-8061 
Non-Emergency 911, 404-658-6666 
 
Lieutenant Henderson attended our meeting: 
2025 Crime is still trending down in Atlanta and is currently down 11% overall. They are seeing an 
uptick in firearms being left in cars.  He announced the Secure Lockbox Initiative – if residents 
complete a course, they will receive a firearm lockbox for free!  
He reminded all of the “See Something, Say Something” campaign. 
 
A board member asked the lieutenant about commercials he had seen offering a signing bonus for 
those interested in joining ICE.  The lieutenant hadn’t seen the commercial.  Ms. Bliwise emphasized 
that NPU-B wants to be good partners to help encourage retention of our officers.    
 
Officer Baptiste from the Repeat Offender Tracking Unit attended our NPU-B meeting and provided a 
report.  She shared that there are currently 67 “repeat offenders” city wide.  A repeat offender is an 
individual with 3 or more felony convictions.  We do not have a high number of repeat offenders in 
Zone 2.  Most of those are related to shoplifting.  She added that she will have an update on urban 
campers at our next meeting.   
Ofc. Andrea Baptiste , Repeat Offender Tracking Unit- Atlanta Police Department 
470-218-3314 
Anmbaptiste@atlantaga.gov 
 
Atlanta Fire and Rescue 
Captain Copeland from Station #3 at Phipps Plaza joined our meeting along with 
Claudie Nash                                                                  
cnash@atlantaga.gov                                                            
404-392-0040 
 
No report given 
 
Atlanta Office of the Solicitors 
Judge Sylvia J Lee, 404-932-5566, sjlee@atlantaga.gov  
Hala Carey, Senior Assistant Solicitor, 404-658-6003, hcarey@atlantaga.gov 
Lynn Reynolds, 4070-421-2796, lwreynolds@atlantaga.gov 
150 Garnett Street, 3rd floor 30303 
Traffic Diversion inquiries: ptit@atlantaga.gov 
Hala Cary 
 
Ms. Carey was in attendance and noted several recent and upcoming Outreach Events: 
Campus Safety at the following schools: 
Clark Atlanta University on 9/24/2025 
Georgia Tech on 10/1/2025 
Emory University on 10/9/2025 
 
Ms. Carey also shared information on the following: 

• A recent Career & Resource Fair for all ages that was held on 9/18/2025,  
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• The Mayor’s Senior Ball to be held on 10/11/2025,  
• The “Crime is Toast” event honoring APD officers who go above and beyond,  
• A Drug Awareness & Prevention event at elementary schools on 10/23/2025 
• A Domestic Violence & Prevention Outreach Program is currently being developed 
• A Code Enforcement Symposium is also in the developmental stages.  

 
Fulton County District Attorney 
Kendall Watkins, 404-426-4525, kendall.watkins@fultoncountyga.gov  
 
No report given. 
 
MARTA Police Department (MPD)  
North Precinct 404-848-3902, itsmarta.com  
Major Britt, 404-427-6047, cbritt@itsmarta.com  
 
No report given. 
 
Department of Watershed Management (DWM)  
404-982-1480, atlantawatershed.org 
Commissioner Al Wiggins, 470-653-3013, awiggins@atlantaga.gov 
Evan Bennett, evanbennett@atlantaga.gov  
Louis Sheppard, 404-546-1181, cell 770-624-0793, lsheppard@atlantaga.gov  
 
No report.  
 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
O’Kelvis Hambrick, Interim Facilities Manager, 678-815-3653,  okhambrick@atlantaga.gov   
Taylor Cosby, Community Facility Manager, 404-237-2756, tcosby@atlantaga.gov   
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner, 404-217-9603, tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov  
Artiane Saintil, asaintil@atlantaga.gov  
Abdur-Rahim Muhammad Architectural Designer DPR- Office of Park Planning & Design 
RAMuhammad@Atlantaga.gov 
Peachtree Hills Recreation Center (PHRC), 404-237-2756, 308 Peachtree Hills Ave 
 
Destiny Mays from The Peachtree Hills Recreation Center attended the meeting,  
dmays@atlantaga.gov 
 

• If anyone would like to volunteer for the Trunk and Treat event October 30th, 2025 from 5pm-
7pm, please email her directly. They are looking for volunteers and candy donations. 

• Camp registration for students during Fall Break is now open.  The cost is $35 per student, and 
the camp will run October 13 – October 17th 

 
 
Department of Public Works 
Deputy Commissioner Anou Sothsavath, 678-878-0904, asothsavath@atlantaga.gov  
Deputy Program Moses Tejuoso, motejuoso@atlantaga.gov  
Officer V. Ferguson, 678-221-8215, vferguson@atlantaga.gov  
SWEET Officer Ebony Jefferson, 470-304-6757, edjefferson@atlantaga.gov   
Officer Pete Francis, 404-938-1183, pfrancis@atlantaga.gov  
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Officer Wall was in attendance 
(470)922-7681 
kwall@atlantaga.gov 
Officer Wall reminded us to please report any illegal dumping, and to use 311 to schedule a bulk 
pickup.  We were also reminded not to mix piles of debris and NOT to use city bins for yard 
trimmings.  Approved containers for yard debris must be 32-gallon sized and clearly labeled.   
 
A board member asked when the city guidelines were changed, not allowing city bins to be used for 
yard trimmings.  Officer Wall wasn’t sure and volunteered to find out and report back.   
Board members asked for a 1-page guideline regarding yard waste to share with neighbors to help 
eliminate confusion.   
A board member reported that 3519 Valley Road did not have the recycling picked up the past week.  
There was also confusion regarding the specific and preferred placement of the yard waste bins: 
Should they go on the street or on the curb?  Board members have gotten conflicting information.  
Officer Wall reported that the waste will be picked up as long as it is accessible.    
 
Department of Transportation 
Keely Wallace, Community Outreach Coordinator, atldot@AtlantaGa.Gov  
 
No report given.  A request was given that the DOT attend the NOVEMBER 4, 2025 meeting.  Ms. 
Bliwise asked that all DOT issues and concerns be sent to her in advance. 
 
 
Code Enforcement Section, APD Community Services Division 
CodesRequests@AtlantaGA.gov, Report issues: 404-546-3800  
Chanell Alexis, 404-295-0709, calexis@atlantaga.gov  
Veruschka Ohwobete, 404-546-3815, cell 404-673-5029, vgsobers@atlantaga.gov  
 
Chanell Alexis was in attendance and was filling in for Officer Bridgers and had no updates on current 
cases. 
She shared the following:  
All officers will now be wearing body cameras,   
Parking on a yard/grass is a housing code violation 
Having a vehicle that is unregistered or that is inoperable is also a violation 
 
A board member asked about over-sized campaign signs that are in the Right of Way and often 
obscure the view for motorists – Ms. Alexis said that it is not a housing code violation but believes it 
would be handled by the Department of Public Works.   
 
ATL311 
Barbara Dougherty, Community Affairs Coordinator, 470-698-5171, bdougherty@atlantaga.gov  
Shadé Stokes-Campbell, ATL311 Community Affairs Coordinator, sstokescampbell@atlantaga.gov 
Allison Murillo, Bayyinah Sullivan, Shade Stokes-Campbell, Casey Wilson 
 
Shade Stokes-Campbell attended the meeting. 

• Ms Stokes-Campbell offered assistance in requesting a representative of Atlanta DOT to 
attend our meetings.  

• A board member asked the best way to report missed trash or recycling pick up: Calling 
311 is the best route to take.   

mailto:atldot@AtlantaGa.Gov
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• Another board member gave feedback on the difficulty automated recycling trucks are 
having picking up on streets with on-street parking. The automated arm can’t reach the can 
at the curb.  Shade will give that feedback to Public Works.  

 
Buckhead Coalition / Livable Buckhead / Buckhead Community Improvement District (CID) 
Jim Durrett, Buckhead Coalition President, thebuckheadcoalition.com/  
Denise Starling, Livable Buckhead Executive Director, livablebuckhead.org 
Tony Peters, BCID Director of Capital Projects and Programs, buckheadcid.com 
 
Denise Starling was in attendance. 
 

• Path 400 opened the path from Wieuca to Loridans Drive in September and had a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. It was a great fall festival complete with Llamas!!  
https://livablebuckhead.com/event/reaching-new-heights-a-celebration-of-neighbors-nature-
and-path400/ 

• Party on the Path was a huge success and well attended.  
• Gave a reminder that the Buc takes residents to the polls for free 
• Livable Buckhead hosted a candidate forum for the District 7 City Council seat on October 1st. 

at Modex 
• They have a robust list of “World Cup Resources” available on their website 
• October is “Bike-tober” where Livable Buckhead encourages residents to ride bicycles 

 
 
5.  COMMENTS FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 
District 6, Alex Wan; District 7, Howard Shook; District 8, Mary Norwood 
Jordan Kemp, Legislation Liaison & Community Engagement Manager for City Council President 
Doug Shipman, 470-650-8970, jkemp@atlantaga.gov  
Jodi Merriday, Community Engagement Program Director for the Executive Office/Ombudsman   of 
Neighborhoods, 470-316-2382, jlmerriday@atlantaga.gov 
Clyde Mitchell, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 404-510-8498, 
clmitchell@atlantaga.gov  
Courtney Reeder, Neighborhood Relations Manager in Ombuds Office, 470-891-1195, 
creeder@atlantaga.gov  
Kennedie McClung, Chief of Staff for State Representative Stacey Evans, District 57, 
kennedie@staceyevans.com  
Jennifer Freeman, Community Outreach Representative to U.S. Congresswoman Nikema Evans, 
404-623-5453, jennifer.freeman@mail.house.gov  
Dana Barrett, Fulton County District 3 Commissioner, 678-467-5142,  
dana.barrett@fultoncountyga.gov 
 
Ombuds of Neighborhoods – Fellow 
Amber Ware joined our meeting and is one of our Neighborhood Relations Managers.  She reminded 
us that she is available to assist. She can be reached by email at amberware@atlantaga.gov or by 
phone at (470) 834-6453. 
 
Amber Madison from Councilman Bond’s office also attended the meeting and spoke of the Atlanta 
Fresh and Free event being held on October 15th at the Church of Atlanta Lighthouse 
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

https://thebuckheadcoalition.com/
http://www.livablebuckhead.org/
http://www.buckheadcid.com/
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A. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Keith Biggs, Chair 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion to approve by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Mr. Murray.  
Motion adopted 22-0-0. 
 
Alcohol License Applications (LRB) included in the Consent Agenda were heard and are as 
follows: 
 

• BP – Retail Package – 3639 Peachtree Rd NE / closing mechanics bay and renovating to be a 
convenience store, selling beer and wine / New Business 

• MODEX Studio – 3005 Peachtree Rd NE / Event and Production space, serving alcohol for 
private events / New Business 

• Ru Sans – Restaurant / 3365 Piedmont Rd NW / Change of Ownership 
• Shoshin – Restaurant / 99* West Paces Ferry Rd NW / New Business 
• Luella (Side Bar, Main Bar, Upstairs Bar, Upstairs Lounge, Patio Bar) – Restaurant / 3717 

Roswell Rd NE / Change of Ownership 
• The Tess (Lobby Bar, Restaurant Bar, Rooftop Bar) – Hotel / 415 E Paces Ferry Rd NE / 

Change of Ownership 
• Fado World Cup Match Draw Event – Special Event / Fado Irish Pub Buckhead, 273 Buckhead 

Avenue / December 5, 2025 
 
 

NON-Consent Agenda 
• High Society Buckhead (Main and Additional Facility) – Restaurant / 3201 Cains Hill PL NW / 

Change of Agent 
Motion to approve by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Mr. Murray  
Motion adopted 22-0-0 
 

• California Pizza Kitchen – Restaurant / 3393 Peachtree Rd NE / Change of Agent 
Motion to DEFER by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Ms. Starling 
Motion adopted 22-0-0 

• Buckhead Handmade Holiday Market – Special Event / 269 Buckhead Ave / December 6-7, 
2025 

Motion to DENY by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Ms. Starling due to an overlap with another holiday market 
already scheduled. 
Motion adopted 22-0-0 
 
B. DEVELOPMENT, TRANSPORTATION and SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
Jason Kendall, Chair; Bob Cooney, Vice Chair 
 
Jason Kendall spoke regarding the CDP changes, and the Chastain Park plan which were being 
presented later in the meeting.   
  
 
C. ZONING COMMITTEE 
Kim Shorter, Co-Chair; Bob Connelly, Co-Chair 
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Consent Agenda: 

• V-25-189 / 3196 Towerview Dr NE / APPROVED 
• V-25-91 / 161 Ridgeland Way NE / DEFERRED 
• V-25-186 281 W Paces Ferry Rd / DEFERRED 

 
Motion to approve the consent agenda by Mr. Connelly and 2nd by Mr. Webb 
Motion to approve consent agenda was adopted 21-0-0 
 
 
7. APAB Report 
Atlanta Planning Advisory Board 
 
There was no report – the meeting had been cancelled. 
 
8. PLANNER’S REPORT 
Jessica Lavandier, Assistant Director, 404-865-8522, jlavandier@atlantaga.gov  
Nate Hoelzel, Project Manager, nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov  
Troy Smith, Zoning Enforcement, trosmith@atlantaga.gov  
Punya Vats, Urban Planner II, 470-522-3399, pvats@atlantaga.gov  
 
Punya Vats attended the meeting and offered the following information: 

• Updated that in most recent voting matters, the BZA decisions were the same as the NPU 
recommendations. 

• Historic Preservation Week is October 13 – 18th 
• Track applications in the NPU Dashboard: 

https://coaplangis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/0edb5ee66955448d9edf659e3472b3ee 
• Find direct links to more info on the DCP updates page: 

https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/neighborhood-planning-
units/updates 

• Office of Design on Eventbrite 
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/office-of-design-108580996491 

• All Atlanta City Studio Events 
https://www.atlcitystudio.org/acs-events 

 
Punya Vats, Urban Planner II 
Office of Zoning & Development 
(470) 522 3399 
pvats@atlantaga.gov 
 
9. MATTERS FOR VOTING: 
 
25-O-1492/CDP-25-027 Adoption of the Chastain Park Master Plan and the incorporation of the 
proposed plan into the City of Atlanta Comprehensive Development Plan – Plan A 
A presentation of the plan preceded the vote by the following: 

Rosa McHugh / Chastain Park Conservancy rosa@chastainparkconservancy.org 
678-575-1094 
Tara Buckner, Urban Planner 
COA Department of Parks and Recreation 

mailto:jlavandier@atlantaga.gov
mailto:nhoelzel@atlantaga.gov
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tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov 
404-217-9603 
Quynh Pham, Landscape Architect from Lord, Aeck & Sargent 

 
Here are the highlights from the presentation: 

• A public hearing is to be held on October 28th 
• They are hopeful that a plan will be up for a vote at the full Atlanta City Council meeting on 

December 1st. 
• An initial plan for the park was drafted in 2008 and has served as a blueprint – this is a 20-year 

plan 
• Consultants looked at current usage of the park 
• Their findings revealed there was very little “passive” public greenspace – it was mostly golf 

course 
• The conservancy and the parks department held public workshops, surveyed more than 1,500 

park users 
• From the information gathered, and the feedback from the community, they devised the 

concept, design and strategy  
• The main feedback they received from the community was that there wasn’t much “park”, 

mostly programs and that more parking was needed 
 
The plan calls for: 

• Adding a “gateway” or entrance to the park at the tennis center 
• Renovating the existing swimming pool, which was built in the 1940’s, and constructing 2 

additional pools and locker rooms to better suit the community’s needs 
• Create a hilltop multi-use open space  
• Renovate the Arts Center 
• Construct a parking deck at the gym 
• Bring back the horse trails 
• Connect the fields with pedestrian walkways 
• Restore the “witches cave” and potentially link with walkways 
• Renovate the Golf Club House to make better use of space and the views, adding a deck in 

the back to serve food & beverages 
• Address the erosion of the creek beds, and look for public access to the creek in a few 

locations 
• Connect Chastain Park to the Path 400 at the south side of the creek 
• Fundraising for the eventual clearing and creation of “The Palisades” on the South end of the 

park that will include an “Event” area 
 
Comments from NPU-B and the public who attended the zoom: 

• The paid parking element on the plan is NOT popular 
• Concern that parking in neighborhoods will increase by visitors to avoid paying parking fees 
• The Galloway School should not be included in the master plan – it is a private school and 

should be moved to an appendix 
• Opposition to the new event facility – rainwater from the Palisades area and event area 

already flows to Wolf Creek and causes flooding in nearby neighborhoods; new construction 
could make this worse 

• No real commitment to storm water problems and tree protection – too much risk for the creek 
• Chastain Park Civic Association agrees with the plan as proposed and has approved it 

mailto:tlbuckner@atlantaga.gov
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• NPU-A has approved the plan but noted concern about the parking deck, but sees it as 
necessary and that it was included in the previous plan 

 
Responses to the above comments: 

• The Master Plan is a guideline and a high-level document 
• The plan does not have specifics – more detail will be added 
• Chastain Park is a regional park, like Piedmont Park, and it is expected to be used by more 

Atlantans, not just nearby neighbors 
• The parking deck was approved in 2008 – the “paid” question is the city’s call 
• The event space will begin as a green space and they’ll see how it goes – it will then, perhaps, 

move to an event space. The city and conservancy would go back to the community before 
moving forward with constructing a facility 

 
A Motion to Approve the Plan, with comments included in Ms. Bliwise’s voting report, was made by 
Mr. Connelly and 2nd by Mr. Kendall. 
Motion Adopted 17-3-1 
 
Z-25-63 / TEXT AMENDMENT – Prohibiting the use of barbed wire and razor wire along public rights-
of-way in all zoning districts. 
A Motion to Approve was made by Mr. Murray and seconded by Ms. Shorter. 
Motion Adopted 21-0-0 
 
10. Presentations: 
Office of Design / Peachtree Park Master Plan 
Nate Haelzel / City Planner 
Aaron Fortner / Consultant with Canvas 
Stephen Pracht / President, Peachtree Park Civic Association 
 
The neighborhood is beginning the process of developing a Master Plan in conjunction with the City’s 
Planning Department and a consultant with Canvas.  They are focusing on land use, zoning, open 
space & green space and recreation.  This plan will serve as a guide for the future. 
They listed 5 principles of the plan: 

1. The preservation of the neighborhood 
2. The encouragement of family friendly businesses along Piedmont and Peachtree Roads 
3. Pedestrian and Cyclists safety 
4. Green Spaces 
5. Safety along Piedmont Road 

 
A neighborhood steering committee has been formed, and an initial meeting has been held.   
The subsequent timeline is as follows: 

• November 20, 2025 – Hold a second community forum for input  
• February 2026 – Present information to the steering committee 
• March 2026 – Present master plan to NPU-B 
• April 2026 – Ask NPU-B to vote on the proposed master plan 

 
 
   
11. OLD BUSINESS 
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A letter from NPU-A, B & C to Atlanta Public Schools regarding the proposed changes to the APS 
facilities and school districts has been sent. 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS 

• Ms. Tatum will present the 2026 Business Representative slate to be voted on in November. 
 
 
13. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES: 
Provided for informational purposes. Votes/comments are neither required nor expected. 

• The next NPU-B meeting is November 4th   
• The next BZA meeting is October 9thth  
• The next ZRB meeting is October 9th  
• The next NPU-B Zoning meeting is October 21st  

 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
NPU-B action: A motion to Adjourn by Ms. Shorter and 2nd by Ms. Perez.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 PM. 
 


